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celebrating the anniversary of the New Year
than the return of the first violet in March ?
Moreover, spring was the time when the
ancient shepherd clans, more particularly
the surplus population, used to leave the
overcrowded pastures. Wise pontiffs, i.e.,
bridge-builders and path-finders guided them
safely across the broad streams of the
prairie into fresh meadow tracts, each annual
migration being the opening of a new chapter
in the unchronieled history of the Aryan
herdsmen.

Pontiff, the Latin pontifex, literally means
a maker (-fex) of " roads and bridges."1 The
word pout carries us back to the dawn of
Roman civilisation when Italy was still what
her name implies, a land of vituli or calves.
It was in the lambing season when the
herbage is luxuriant that colonies of youthful
swains went forth from the congested clan-
land like swarms of bees that leave their
native hives under the bee-queen's trusted
leadership. Eude hurdle-ponts were spanned
from bank to bank if the rivers could not

1 The English word path has retained the primitive
sense which the Eomau wayfarers changed to " bridge,"
and the Greek voyagers to pontus, the highroad of the

seas.